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Bvlemn manner, fiom his country, upon a full examination and thorough canvassing of his actions in the house oi lords But this is too notorious to be omitted, that all officers coming fiom Spam were purposely intercepted m their way to London, and craftily examined upon all the idle stories which had passed, tending to lessen his character, and when any officers had asserted the falsity of those inventions (as they all did, except a mihtaiy sweetenei or two), and that there was no possibility of laying anything amiss to the charge of that general, they were told that they ought to be careful, however, not to speak advantageously of that lord's conduct, unless they were willing to fall martyrs in his cause, a thing scarce to be credited even in a popish country But Scipio was accused, though as my author finely observes, by wretches only known to postenty by that stupid accusation
As a mouinful valediction, before I enter upon any new Bcene, the leader will paidon this melancholy expostulation. How mortifying must it be to au Englishman*, after he has found mmsdt solaced with a relation of so many surprising successes of her majesty's arms, under the Earl of Peterborow, successes, that have laid before our eyes provinces and kingdoms i educed, and towns and fortresses taken and relieved, wheie we ha\e seen a continued senes of happy events, the fi uits of conduct and vigilance, and caution and foresight preventing dangers that were held, art first view, certain and insui mountable, to change this glorious landscape, I say, for soenes every way different, even while our tioops wcie as numerous as the enemy, and better provided, yet always ba filed and beaten, and flying before the enemy, till iatally ruined m the battle of Almanza how mortifying must this be to any lover of his country! But I proceed to imy Memoirs
Alicant is a town of the greatest trade of any in the kingdom of Valencia, having a strong castle, being situated on a high lull, which commands both town and harbour In tins place I icsuled a whole year, but it was soon after my first arrival, that Major Collier (who was shot in the back at Baicelona, as I have related in the siege of that place), hearing of me, sought me out at my quarters, and, aftei a particular inquiry into the success of that difficult task tl at he left me upon, and my answering all his questiors to